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English Abstract

The Chapter on "The Tractate Avodah Zarah, Vessels of
non-Jews that Require Purification, and Wine of non-
Jews'" from the Compendium Issur ve-Heter, and
Halakhic Novelties Found Therein Concerning Relations
with Muslims

Tzvi Y. Langermann

Issur ve-Heter is the name given to a very large, though incomplete,
compendium of halakhah, written in Judaco-Arabic by an anonymous
contemporary of Rabbi Maimon, father of Maimonides, who resided in
Toledo or its environs. It is our most extensive specimen of a
comprehensive pre-Maimonidean halakhic text, filled with many
interesting and unique details important for the history of halakhah as
well as Judaeo-Arabic literature. The chapter presented here concerns
laws governing the relationship between Jews and non-Jews, most of
which are rooted in the Talmudic tractate Avodah Zarah. However, the
Talmud sought to regulate relationships between Jews and pagans of
various sorts, whereas the author of Issur ve-Heter had to deal with a new
phenomena posed by the spread of Islam, namely non-Jews who were
nonetheless monotheists. The paper published here presents the chapter
in full — text, translation, and notes — as well as deeper inquiries into four
novel rulings concerning Islam and Muslims.

Keywords: History of Halakhah, Judaeo-Arabic, Spanish Jewry in the

Middle Ages, Jewish-Muslim Relations.



