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English Abstract

The Tradition of Dividing the Open and Closed Sections
in the Sasson Manuscript of 1053 in Comparison with
the "Keter' and the Causes of the Exchanges Between

the Manuscripts

Yossi Peretz

The division into open and closed sections (pefuhot and setumot) is one
of the defining structural features of the biblical text. Already mentioned
in the Halakhic Midrashim, it is considered one of the distinct hallmarks
of the biblical version upon which the halakhic validity of the Torah
scroll depends. In the Sifrei, it is stated: 'If one wrote an open section as
closed, or a closed section as open [...] these must be sequestered
(genizah).' This determination raises several questions, as no information
was transmitted regarding the actual form of the sections, the total
number of open and closed sections, or their specific placement within
the textual sequence. Furthermore, the Tiberian Masoretes did not
discuss these matters as they did regarding plene and defective spelling;
consequently, we find no Masoretic notes pertaining to the writing of the
sections. These issues were clarified and codified only centuries later
when Maimonides sought to write a Torah scroll for himself and
encountered conflicting views on these questions. As a legal decisor
(posek), he recognized the need to establish a precise list of all sections
in the Torah to serve as a standard for scribes. To establish this list, he
relied on the manuscript of Aaron ben Asher, identified as the Aleppo
Codex (Keter).

One of the contemporary manuscripts of the Aleppo Codex is Sassoon
1053, in which the section layout differs. This article examines the extent
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of these differences and addresses two primary questions: (a) Are the
variations found in MS Sassoon 1053 (in comparison to the Aleppo
Codex) common in other early contemporary manuscripts, or are they
unique to this specific codex? To explore this, we examined six ancient
Oriental manuscripts. (b) What are the reasons for the discrepancies in
the sections between the various manuscripts? How did it occur that a
certain manuscript contains a section break (or lacks one) while another
manuscript reflects the opposite? In the second part of the article, we will
propose five explanations for these variations, accompanied by
reproductions from the manuscripts.
Keywords: Aleppo Codex (Keter Aram Tsova), MS Sassoon 1053, Open
Section (Petuhah), Closed Section (Setumah), Maimonides,
Torah Scroll.



