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English Abstract

"The Valley of Achor" — Geography, Commentary,
Midrash

Israel Rosenson

The Valley of Achor is associated with a single event, the transgression
of Achan in the Book of Joshua. It is also mentioned as a geographical
point in the list of the territorial boundaries of the tribe of Judah and, in
the prophetic books, as a symbol of the transition from wilderness to
fertility in the context of redemption. The precise identification of the
site remains uncertain, though it may plausibly be located in the present-
day Hyrcania Valley. Beyond its straightforward geographical reference,
the various biblical mentions of the Valley of Achor carry symbolic
meanings that are closely connected to the broader textual contexts in
which they appear, and this article seeks to examine those meanings.
The article explores the significance of the "ascent" to the Valley of
Achor, as described in the account of Achan, and suggests that it alludes
to the legal-moral character of the ritual conducted there, rather than
presenting the site merely as a place of execution. It also reconsiders the
seemingly technical reference to the Valley of Achor in the description
of the Judah—-Benjamin border, arguing that it reflects differing tribal
perspectives on the episode and the meanings attributed to it on either
side of the boundary. The analysis suggests that, in intertribal memory,
the Valley of Achor was associated exclusively with the tribe of Judah.
The discussion further examines the desert context of the Valley of Achor
as implied in the prophetic texts, viewing it as part of a spatial framework
that shapes the perception of Achan's transgression. From this
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perspective, not only the individual but, symbolically, the place itself is
subject to punishment, a factor that plays a significant role in the
construction of collective memory. It also turns to the stone cairn erected
in the Valley of Achor, considering it both as an independent monument
and in relation to other stone assemblages mentioned in the Book of
Joshua. Taken together, these monuments convey a cumulative message
regarding the importance of commemoration in the narrative of Israel’s
entry into the land and the logic of memorialization through stone, which
extends beyond the encouragement of remembrance to offer a deeper
understanding of the Achan episode itself.
By addressing the question of geographical symbolism in the Bible, the
article argues that inquiries into place should not be limited to "Where
did it happen?" or even "Why did it happen there?", but may be extended
to the question, "What is the significance of what happened there?"
Keywords: Valley of Achor, Historical Geography, Symbolic, Stone
Cairns. Geography, Commemoration in the Bible.



