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ARVNN PN NDADM YAON THITINN TPDON NXIDIN DY NIINNANNID Ty

257 MOV MNIN NPONY »1Y¥aN
IPIN VTN 17—-16-N MNHNTD D DOORIW-NIN DTN MNPH IVIDY
TR YT DY NI L(alicorno) NMPYON NNDNN YNN DYIVA YNPHY NI
Y PYIDOIY NI IINN TV PINPT NORYD 0NN PYINIWI) INNINI

2 DOTY NMNPHN MANY NYIDN MDYN

INPIINN NN
NMON NOY DID MINK PNANY 7OXYI WNPIIRN ININD NNPNN NI9D2
PN N2 TOINN VINOWN ,NINIT NPAND NNMIN IPNYY IN NMIRD-NPRIDT
YPONOD) DTN HRST PNN YPNOVDINN NN DY UNY DVINI 90D
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Arquivo Maaravi: Revista nyn 1n51 DODIONNY INNY WTIND TDY NIN N INNRN *
Digital De Estudos Judaicos Da UFMG, vol. 14, no. 26, pp. 149-162

NOINN 2NNV DN ,2D 1IN D»PIAN 1> HRIY> XIND MNIND DY TNIPN) PN DY 1
- OIMNMND DIMDIN DNIPNN-YIN 02N M MDY HNIVI-NIN YV
Y HNHNGD MITDI RO 29N PN DNIIAX ,WNHY ;27OUN ,DIN HN NOIDIDIIN
AN 91 NVDIDNR .NATM MNVOIN ,NINNPNID AYINN NYM 0MaN N
=NNAYN 1Y NPYYN MNNI DHYINA MM DINDNT 2D DMIAN) INT ,I10Y ; )'YWUN
.250—119 /1ny ,2000 ,2°I8 YN NOXDIDNN .HIVY

.249-105 1y ,(1 NIYN 99) wnv 2

NN NN D90 N ONUNIN — OHOINN MINIVN GOV 12 NYN 22 .PNY 10N 3
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SY 0P 2N YINOY 52PN 1D NPINMDN MHIND OV TPn B2yl
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P10 5V IR Wwnvn) 0100510 MNPN1

PAPNN TN DY INNDN YIDOWA DMN DY P NMYY MDD 11 99N
(MY AT /999 : MDTNI)

HND BN /9 5AND 29-HY AN YN UMD MAINA DXV DY P01 4
NOYN 19912 .270 /DY ,270VN N T2 NVIDIDNIN L[NVPT DAY .(1620-1543)
—1722) VONPYON HIN DY NTHIN NN PIP 1P Y NNITNR MIAPY2 1 MIVON
Hasselquist, Fredrik. Voyages and : '8 .05 YW yDRd>nn )T ¥av apin (1752
Travels in the Levant in the Years 1749, 50, 51, 52 : Containing Observations in
Natural History, Physick, Agriculture and Commerce: Particularly on the Holy
Land and the Natural History of the Scriptures. Printed for L. Davis and C.
Reymers, 1776, p. 303.

-NXIN2 INIDIN MITHIND NTHN IRV 0N /99 HYWUYN AN .10y NN DY J9012 5

, N5 MNINND .OXNPIIN 99D PDIDDN T ITHD : D) INT 297 MY ,17OUn ONRIY
1151y ,1953

,187,106—105 "y ,(1 NIYN DI¥9) WNw : NMINTY INT NINIDT MIVNY DOIPI WU DY 6

523,495 ,206
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NNN IR Y¥2 DN HYId MIHROIYN MIDDA ININI (unicorn) YR JIP-TN
991 INN IR I¥2 NN 7.010 IN 92 10N ,WON — DMWY DOYNN 1D YN INNNA
MMPRD ‘RIPNY OXP NYN OMNIN D) IO NIM &IVDIN ’aNc1 925
10510

Y0 MM YV PNVOMNIN TONNA ,PAT INVDMD NIANINA NNRINY 29
PN BN DNY DNV IR (Unicornum Verum) >IN YIP-TN 0N
(Unicornu n,MnNN 2MY ,NNAINND MNNY HYwnd Nt *HIX DN Hya Hv
NINY OTIN 9P DY 1P, MDTI DN ODY HY DM DY YDID %) | Fossile)
0>PWON 29N (Unicornu Minerale) My Y¥ DMWY DD ,NNNX P Y3
1 (Unicornu Solare) ©»0°35N

IP-TH YW TP DY DNYY 71PN DR INTY DXODI1IN DMNN DYIN THN
M HTHA MY [ (marwhal 790N ; Monodon Monoceros) Win N

Ctesias. On India, and Fragments of His Minor Works, Andrew Nichols (trans.). 7
Bloomsbury, 2011, p. 45; Strabo. Geography. Horace Leonard Jones (trans.), LCL,
p- 241, Harvard University Press, 1930, XV, 1, p. 56; Aelian, De natura
Animalium, Alwyn Faber Scholfield (trans.), LCL, p. 446, Harvard University
.Press, 1958, 111, p. 41; IV, 52; XVI, 20.
Miller, Dean. Legendary Creatures and Monsters. Cavendish :nan 0 9m2 W
Square, 2014, pp. 114-109; Johnsgard, Paul A. and Karin, Johnsgard, Dragons and
Unicorns: A Natural History. St. Martin’s Press, 1982, pp. 121-131.

1AM NI .T292 NNX JIP Y WY T2 0PN DY Pan »IN Oryx-nv Wwo WoIR 8
295 TNNY 5 ITINN NINN 1D, NNX NI NTTA JIP YYD DWIT DMN 9y VYN
Aristotle. History of Animals. A. : )X ."MNDY MDIN DTN 1IP 19 WY O NIND
L. Peck (trans.), Loeb Classical Library 437, Harvard University Press, 1965 11, 1,
.499b

N MY ONIPHN ONIN DY IPTTN AN MY NPORIPN 1PN XIPHN MDNINND ¥ 9
1P M5 ,(monokeros) HOVOKEPWS DXINNDN ,TPNND DOIVN DNINT HWND W
STOYYY )Y D127 ;35,00 127020 DOYIVN DTN IR ; (Unicorn : PYIINI) NNN
INIPNA NN YIAWIOR ,POT INT NIPHNL OXRIN DY A8 DYNN ;-0 0D APN ;3
2312260y 3'YVUN 023 — NIPNRa 01NN Yoy HY NN MION

PN ;27Y ND NIV D32 : DY IND TV TR, 2 NAY PNHYITD INT DNNX IR Dy vap by 10
CPND H)DIR-ID INT NANIND XYY N DI DTIAY D23 IR DNR )IP 9V W DY .27y V)
.113-104 1y ,1994 ,7 7712 ,050N IPIXNYN THITINN NTINI DMIPNT DN

Duffin, Cristopher. J., “/Fisly, Fossil and Fake: Medicinal Unicorn Horn”. w3 1
Geology and Medicine: Historical Connections. Edited by Cristopher J. Duffin,
Cristopher Gardner-Thorpe and Richard Moody, The Geological Society, 2017. p.
211-260.



141 SMPIIN DNY DY DY
17—16-N MKXNA NAX >NON YW NNRIDIN YANIA "YIP-TN7

1WA OMIMINNND DM 12.(2 IPNR) YOPIRD MNIN NNNN OININPNDN NITON
,MPOYN NOON DY SONNDYN NTNHD ANV, NYONDM NOIN DTN (20)
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INTNDY ,NWNY MATINY YNNN DD RNDNN Y ,ToN NI .PIPNN O NN
DN N2YNIAITIND 7PN PINVO RO

TPONI DMWY DXNINA INNI YIP-TN DY NP RO JWTN DY WY NNIND
AMRNND RN OAPYN BAWTINN NYN THYRID O0M1IAN D 19PN
D’M12) DXPNNI 15 1 DYY ,NAIWNY IN NP 1970 MNIND YOPIND
SN, TN MININD YT 19D XD DMPVN DY OMNIND RN ,NWyND . 1n1na
DTIRD PIP-THN IRNNIY NIPYNN MODIANND NY»D 1} YT

Schoenberger, Guido. ”A Goblet of Unicorn Horn”. The Metropolitan Museum 12
of Art Bulletin New Series, vol. 9, no. 10, 1951, pp. 284.
Hay, K. A. & A. W. Mansfield. “Narwhal, Monodon Monoceros Linnaeus, 1758”. 13

Handbook of Marine Mammals, Vol. 4: River Dolphins and the Larger Toothed
Whales, edited by Sam H. Ridgway, and Richard J. Harrison, Academic Press,
1989, pp. 145-176.

I 599N YWY TOINAYN W IR NON) INKN NNN IR IY2,12991T 10 ¥ - amD MININN 14
12NN D2 ¥aAP NIV 1AW IR (IMPYNA TIY NI [NNNNN=] NINNND NI YWD
MINNK LTIV MINID 92 DOYI 713”7 D NN INY XN [...] INNX OY9 POXR DI NIN
LAN,9939 NDINIT 11II0T PNV NN INT /N 1MNMYN JPUNN NN NYY NI NYNRY
MY NN (1)) 1IN LN TID %0399 /Unm DR PN PNINN 1T ;222 Y NIOUN
I MW DINPAT I 2N N ,PPOD 1 D) INT M )P TR WNNN DY .339-319
2N PI9 19D WTPN PPOOYD .28-26 DY ,2018 ,TID .$10) WA KY9H NN
4230y, 0V INT DTN MNPNA 1IP STN DNY HY NNV POIWN

DN NIDY MIPYN NPHRT MINTHL VYN JWTN DY NP NOITHN NIDIININRND 15
N7992 NN 935, THVII) A0 DDA NN NNN ,DMIAN M HY DIAIYNN DIPNYH
Pluskowski, Aleksander :i81 ;(Kane Basin) p N1y (Baffin Bay) yaxa
»Narwhals or Unicorns? Exotic Animals as Material Culture in Medieval Europe”,
European Journal of Archaeology, Vol. 7, no. 3, 2004, pp. 291-313.

Jackson, William. “The Use of Unicorn Horn in Medicine”. Pharmaceutical WA 16
DI¥9N MONY B 1IN WNOPYW MNIND O»»YN Journal, vol. 273, 2004, pp. 925-927.
DN 99 NONT .OMNPN DOINY 00N YT HY IPINMNY DPNIPY MIMN 1IN
21 nPv1a (Throne Chair of Denmark) P17 ¥ ©N XDYI2 DXAYIWHN DYVONN
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[(Licorne de mer) » Yp~1N No¥NY — 0»NHOYYA MY P2 NINAN :2 9N
TN NN
Pierre Pomet. Histoire Générale des Dogues. 1748, gallica.bnf.fr :p»n
/ Bibliotheéque nationale de France, Vol. 2, p. 78

PaAY NPIIND YPY’A A9NN N> NN NI NNPIIRY NTAND NoYwNn

TPNIYPRN M0 W 16-N NINNN NP¥NNA 925 17.17-1 INND 15-N INPN
L0VINND NIPTIND NN YIP HY2 XIT MNTL WTNN DY DXIPN IN OMNNN
NN O NN YNPRY 7DMOIIPIN DY NI PN IR 12OV NTRDNN DTy
PYNN YN ,(1570-1523 ,Andrea Marini) »>70 NITIN YO 1556 mHwa ,Ton
POMIPIN AN DY MPnn NN oY YN Nasavy (Terento) 00
21TIW DY B NSIIN N YNNI DMIPN DOV WYIN XINYY NN
1% HY DXIP NTPY NN PNV NN NINY L )IP-THA KDY O N3

ST ;9NN NNOY HYHONIPNN MDHNN DI NIV ,PNINPA (Castle of Rosenborg)
Shepard, Odell. The Lore of the Unicorn. Dover Publications, 2003, p. 262; Kemp,
Betty. »Sir Francis Dashwood’s Diary of His Visit to St. Petersburg in 1733». The
Slavonic and East European Review, vol. 38, no. 90, 1959, pp. 194-222.

79 N7 IPDY ,DIINNP INVDIID HYNY NI, MNIN DN DIPIN NN N NNPN2 17
AN MYTN MMM DXNIX 1M DWTN INDN YN NN VINNI DI TINTIN
V1Y Yy .(The Age of Discovery, or the Age of Exploration) nv9nn \1y 5y .o5wn
Arnold, David. The Age of Discovery, 1400-1600, Routledge, 2002 YN Nt

.258 1y (16 NN DP0) TINOY 18
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20,0912 NMN DXNNN TYNI DPINND OMN TIONDY
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IP-TH NN 2LMZA0 MNNN NNANY ININY TI2) N NIPYN NITHNL D220
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YR YNIND NNX IR DOV DPINY MIVP TN IMNX NN (NOPVYN NRHDN)
22,020 M2 NNNT NNMDAY INNRD ,MPYN MY MYNNNI NN DTV

Jackson, William. “The Use of Unicorn Horn in Medicine”. Pharmaceutical 19
Journal, vol. 273, 2004, 925-927.

™YY NHNNN TINMD )IP7TN DY NI MOND DY INPI O¥TRN TIWNN ,ARIN 92D 20
NN 32 ,(Ctesias) DRODLP NPN IPNVDNINM NI HY 1NN WD DY)
YTIN 92 NN PN JIPTTNY PHRRD DRXODLP TPIDNRN AN HYAY I'NDIY THPVNHNN
PR NMYY MY DININY : 2N 1YY OORIFTN DIMARNDN JY INYNDND NNYY NN IPY
29120 XY 725 NI .NPIND MONN NN XD OO (1IPNHN NPMNY MDIdN IN) 1N
DN .5¥72 INMIN NINY 1N 7PN NI L(MPDIDAN) IWITP NINN RIPIY NHN IN DIDIDMN
2%99) PAYT INT ;IMNID IHN IMNX NOPH 7N XN L,ONP DYIN IR DMV 7PN NN
Fotheringham, B. #"The Unicorn and its Influence ; (19 n9yn 9¥9) 7oP7 ; (11 NAYN
on Pharmacy and Medicine”, Pharmacy History Australia, vol. 10, 2000, pp. 3—7.

.247 Y (11 NN 99) ParT 21

Kopf, Lothar. “The Zoological Chapter of the Kitdb al-Imta’ wal- Mwanasa of 2
-0 .Abl Hayyan al-Tauhidi (10th Century)”. Osiris, vol. 12, 1956, pp. 439-440.
NANINY DPNTIONRY IPRPON JONNAIIN HYND 02901 D17 DIND YV DN NDNI ION
Contadini, : '%7,020 722 NYDINT NNNVIND DI MDD ,MIAINA IP-TN Y
Anna. “A Bestiary Tale: Text and Image of the Unicorn in the Kitab na't al-
hayawan (British Library, or. 2784)”. Mugarnas, vol. 20, 2003, pp. 17—33.
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LOOTIN DMIP NIPH O NN NI MUHYNN MDD 25.17-0 INNa
SV HYNY 0V DXADIND VYT NT DN MDD .NYPI DINT IOUN MNVYY
,(1675—-1603 ,Joannes Jonstonus) DVDIVY DINNY HVW INTY 19D 2. 09NN
TN PNYY YIDOWY MDID 1N PN NINON NN DY DY DITIN DN
MONN IN 25WNY N9 ,MINY ,D0¥7 2910 DIDY PNY AMIVY DY NNNN
27 NYINN MYPNHN

Ettinghausen, : Y%7 ,1°2990 M2IN2 (JIP-TN) INX JIP H¥2 OTN NN 1T979ON DY 2
Richard. 7he Unicorn, Studies in Muslim Iconography, No. 1, Smithsonian
IN YTINOR INDNIN : 1PV DN PIPN DY D»29yN PV Institution, 1950, pp. 611
.18—17 /py , DV 1 INT NP2 7¥OINY NNNN DY JIP-TH 1IONT ,(Qbﬂ‘ 2 3) PIPON M

(12 1Y 9P¥9) MIANY IND 2

.219 70y (11 NN 99) ParT 25

Disner, Emille, : 7 ,mapnxa 093P Y¥ 0PMpn MDD MdN Yy .Y ,PAT 26
Candice Caplan, and Franck Notari. “An Ethiopian Cup in Rhinoceros Horn
(172)”. Le Gemmologue, October 9, 2019, Online:

https: //legemmologue.com/en/2019/10/09/an-ethiopian-cup-in-rhinoceros-horn-1-2/

Jonstonus, Joannes. A Description of the Nature of Four-Footed Beasts, 27

(Translated into English by J.P), printed for Moses Pitt, 1678, p. 20.
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https: //commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File: 3

Kunsthistorisches Museum_09 _04_2013 Narwhal_goblet.jpg
299 Y270 ,X PON L1541 DIVYUNP .0a100 7Y 29
0P 20,1791, TYTY 99T .99 NPAN Y 30




YNy PIX ONIIN 146

NONYNY YNDNWN PTN N2 TIVY NN DY NONRWIA NYTD 10 Lo noon
DN T YY ANON YY NNYNIN IN TNDN N ,D0MYN YW DT NP HN NN
NONN ,NYT THIPOND WNHN DN NWY I DY GN )TN N2 DYLVN INWDD
TAN 95 9995 (N NIXP VAN DY INIVYN) DNV MANVNN DY THINRMN
MO 1PN NN IR IMN G TI92 YT ANN DX 2ND DDWHRNN
DN GN NI ,TPYIRD INYT %Y DTN NN ANOYW PN NIN 10 DY In1wn
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#.P1N NI —IND

,MD2IPNN NPPTAN MVIWN NNKN 29 DY DIDN NN PTIY MPT XD NN
12INT IMYLY NN DI 1ITHY TPNDOI TPRI DINTN 79 GUN NIN
LOMYNYN TIY 5Y3 9N N2V XD DMWY XY DY 1OWN NIV 13 DID DIRVN
P> POVHD YT YPNHNY MNPN IIND PN XD DIDNY NTHON 13 DTN
DN T ON PN Y DT NN MDY NTHDN DTN MOVONWYN 9N NN
NONYNN DX NNT XY ,092 .95V NYana 015N DY MTIIND Hyoa DY
.DYWNA NOYID NN

NHPY IDIND 1NN SYPUN-TN NN WAPY 1M KD MDY NIVNNIN
DD 0 ANV MPIA0 MNNDY NMIVIRD SNV NPIIRND OO PN
NPNT 12ITHY MIVON D900 NI OIPN JWTNN WX PP DV IpHn mpmnv

—116 My ,(16 1Y D3¥9) TINOW 1IN, )IP7TN HYW D”INPN NPNPR NPT MOLIWN Sy EL
118



YNy PIX ONIIN 148

’90) ,17-N NINNA JOY NPINNN NOVD WHNY JWTNI 1MPHnY Mmool
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AN TIY DPRY NYYW D) 1T DY 1T 2IWaD DYPWNN N BY 1T ¥INI PNV DT
DNY2YN NN DMIVAND DIYIND IN DININ DNV MM IN NMDINY NI
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=%INY DOV /N9INN DN DONN DY YT ; 78—67 1Y 1994 ,106—-105 T15 NN
Shefer-Mossensohn, Miri. ”A Historiography of ;75-51 mny ,n7own ,a 989
Epidemics in the Islamic Mediterranean”. Plague and Contagion in the Islamic
Mediterranean: New Histories of Disease in the Ottoman Society, edited by
Niikhet Varlik, Arc Humanities Press, 2017, pp. 3-26
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SN DMIND DY DY .OMOY 1AN0Y NMIYIY YND MNYOHN 9Py DM NN IINY
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Frazer, James G. Lectures on : N1 7179 D03 YW 7NIINONN 297 ,7Nn pin” Dy 37
the Early History of the Kingship, Macmillan, 1905, pp. 37-40; Frazer, J. G. The
)0 ; Golden Bough — A Study in Magic and Religion, vol. 1, 1943, pp. 52-214.
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052 NI¥NN ,(Bezoar) IXITAN AN N JN2AY MNONMNM P2 — DY MTHIN
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FTIIMIN AN PIDVIN-NIMY ,NNTR DY DXNO NI ,0°ANNND) OIPN ,(DINN
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VI N 1IN Yy bezoar ibex : 19NNI ; (LA 5L 0D INTNG) A L aya 39
Barroso Do Sameiro, Maria. “Bezoar Stones, Magic, Science and : X7 D»NX197
Art”. A History of Geology and Medicine (Geological Society Special
Publications, n. 375[1]), edited by Cristopher J. Duffin, Geological Society, 2013,
p. 193-207.
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Hamarneh, Sami. »Sources and N7 ™29yn N9 DPONNN NIN DY a4
Development of Arabic Medical Therapy and Pharmacology”. Sudhoffs Archive,
vol. 54, 1970, pp. 30-48; Levey, Martin. Substitute Drugs in Early Arabic
Medicine. Wissenschaftliche Verlagsgesellschaft, 1971.
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PYIDY MY D13 PTINOT MDA .T252 DYDY 210N MAND NI IWPNA
TPNIFTY NPAN NMONY I ,DMPOY IR DN NONYY PHND DI — DMIDINN
DIPN PN NN IO DMNIDT DNV DY NYND .NPINY DY NNPHRY
NV D102 YIDIWN DX D95 O KDY NIN TN IRV DN 9 3N 2100
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YYND .M 7PN YN MIP-TNY DY DONPNR MDD PYND SvIpn Yva
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REapaValal
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Ofir. “Food Deceptions and Falsification in the Ancient Food Industry and Their

Legal Ramifications According to Rabbinical Literature”. Jewish Law
Association Studies, vol. 18, 2008, pp. 244-262.



English Abstract

""A Cup Made of Alikorn Bone': The "Unicorn" in the
Medical Writings of the Sages of Safed
in the 16™"-17"" Centuries

Abraham Ofir Shemesh

The medicine cabinet of the Middle Ages and the early modern world
contained dozens of medicinal substances, which derived from plants,
animals, and minerals. Several Jewish sources from Land of Israel (16th-
17th centuries) record a material called "alicorno". The current study
discusses the identification of this substance, its origin, and medical
usages. The term "alicorno" in Jewish literature parallel to the term
"alicorn" in general sources and means unicorn's horn. During the history
many different substances were believed to be the horn of the unicorn,
such as, fossilized bones, mammoth ivory, walrus tusks, narwhal tusk,
mountain goat's horns, Indian rhinoceros' horn, various types of soil and
even alchemical preparations. Moreover, the horns of the unicorns were
perceived as having magical properties and were believed to have the
power to cure a wide variety of illnesses, particularly to neutralize
poisons. The Jewish sources from the Eretz Israel region mention two
main usages of the alicorn — preparing a magical-medicinal cup and
making a medical powder for neutralization poisons. The identity of the
alicorno in the Jewish literature is not unequivocally clear, possibly
referring to the horn of an Indian rhinoceros or narwhal tusk. During the
period under discussion, the use of narwhal "horn" for medical purposes
was very popular in Europe, so it is very likely that magical cups were
brought to Eretz Israel in 16™ century with Jews who immigrated from
European countries.



VIII

The use of alicorno cups was mainly during an epidemic. The view
underlying the treatment was that during an epidemic there is stale air
whose negative influence can be neutralized by alicorno. The price of
original cup was high, and due to the difficulty of obtaining these cups
they were forged. In Europe, various methods of examining the
authenticity of the material were used, but it seems not in Eretz Israel.
Key words: Neutralize Poisons, Curing Cups, Plague, Ottoman Period,
Narwhal.



